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seem at length fully to have recognised the neces-
sity of immediately adopting measures to reduce
this expenditure. A commission, with Sir Ashley
Eden, the present Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,
as its president, has been appointed in India, " with
a view to assist Government in determining what
share of the unavoidable reductions in public ex-
penditure can be borne by the military charges
without injury to the general efficiency of the
army, and in what manner such savings can best
be effected/' Simultaneously a small commission
has been appointed in England to investigate
the home army charges which are borne by
India, especially those connected with the cost
of recruits. This commission consists of Lord
Northbrook, Sir Thomas Seccombe, who for many
years ably discharged the duties of Financial Secre-
tary at the India Office, and Mr. Knox, Deputy
Accountant-General at the "War Office, who has
deservedly gained the confidence of successive
Secretaries of State for War. It may be anticipated
that much good will result from these inquiries,
and that many suggestions will b.e made which, if
adopted, will lead to a considerable reduction of ex-
penditure. Thus it can hardly be doubted that the
Commission in India will recommend the abolition
of the offices of Commander-in-Chief at Bombay